
The Pocahontas Times 


Entered at the Postoilice at Marlin 
ton. \V. V;i., as second class matter. 

CALVIN \V. PRICE* EDITOR. 

THURSDAY. OCTOBER 31, 1929 


(A paper prepared for a meeting of 
the Jefferson Historical Society, at 
Charles Town, October 20, 1929.) 

A historical subject being appro¬ 
priate for an occasion of this kind 
your careful attention is requested 
for a short study of the Minute Men 
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Charles Town. <*loUr 2*'. 1 *- l,J 
A historical ■ft** being *PI£; 
prlate I-r an •/ U,U k 

JUraifful aiuntn.n h WJjJJ 
for • ste*rt study of the MH.ut. Men 
oi tl* Revolution. History I* a fruit 
ful f.pi« to apeak about but hard to 
listen to The Minute Men belong"*! 
tu Virginia and n«cee» l -*. Ully to 
tU Fairfax demesne. To the pcop* 
who livid on the land between 11 - 
fWMMc and the Rappahannock HI* 
rr*. and specially b* those who llw 
In and near the mountains, 
bly when Charles tlw Find granted 
Uw i-lrfix manor. Iw had rw. Idea a* 
to Uk extent of the domain that Iw 
ns given Into private ownership. 
It »a, more than twenty years after 
tlat klnic was executed that John 
Lcdcrer nude Id* Br»t exploration, 
and on Ida third expedition he reach¬ 
ed Uw mouriUln at some point west 
of the tlr.1 rap In Uxr blue Kldre 
•oath of the 1‘iitoma: River paxtag* 
In Uut mountain, lie turned lo| 
retrace Ida step* at aome high peak 
of llw Alleghenies which he named 
Mount Charlen. Tl.Mri lOi, In llw 
rel/ii of Clurlo Uw Second. As 
wt know now the Fairfax grant CpB> . 
DfUed twenty-two oHintl*. under llw 
name of llw Northern Neck. 

It w«s in Uits territory with llw 
Bwetinr place at Culpeper Court 
JJw* tl*t tlw Brv* body of Minute 
Men awcinbled and organized a regl* 
ment In llw spring of 1175. \.,rtli- 
historians later were moved to 
•lain, llw name for Uw Milillm of 
New England and ti*y played upon 
llw harp ko contlnuouvly and w. |..nr 
that Uwy ha«e almost obUlnsd a u- 
Mt lolt bypAMTssioo. As . matter 
erf fart the name of Minute Men and 
Uwlr startlin/ distinctive Bar 

•tmSSiZSTV 1 " u ,ccorU *- 

*no«'d to V .rglnla alone. 

k ‘hat New 
historians ■m «i,.i 
g** *«■«* i>**or io.eS -nut 
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terf Into of neurit;. That w« ahoutd 
•as- up «-l .te justice to OUf Beht- 
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-I-. participated in tlw Letlnr* 
t¥ \ t .m>-<.rd atfalr r* town u> 
-op|< as a wlwrlo. N-* tenUi 
nc ^i.mt of Uw perwi* of mn- 
.*• krUw name <d m-wc tl^n 
..t those subitem, and t«*at name 


And to imprest *** *?£*£■ 

fa. - ‘ MlK 

W| mud, -lul a i--r«' 

It I, reacted. U-t gives him a Phscw 
In history Y«b j."/ J->- 
,ii till* Uuajd land will* lt‘ I'Hisurwi 
nillll-n edncatesl cituens and y*> 
will WJdUotU* name of o»lj one 
man ■ 
ton wwl 

the people a> a wtmte. 

of 
tunr 

is |‘aul lie sere, tlw night rhb-r. In- 
•l„lrc lnt/r what this faithful man 
dnl to earn undying fame. I his te 
wIiatlwdMi « hi a dear, m—ihgl.t 
night in April Iw n-lr a well galled 
horse sixteen «u«tew over a country 
road to «r»» * mosage that Uw 
march of Uw lirltisli ln*v* »*ad Iw* 
gun. He earned tlw nws-age and 
did Ins duty and It relieved him of 
tlw danger uf alandlng In Uw firing 
line. It was an Important message 
and tlwy *ent a man wiu. him who 
r-le with l*aul Kcvere and hail an 
r<iual part In that service that ulglil. 

# Ills nanw ts practically unknown Ui 
' the country at large. Only Uw re* 
searcher is able to dig It out of Uw 
record Tlw message w as entrusted 
to William Hawes and Haul lievere 
rude with him. 

Tlw minute men movement was 
probably tlw must Important and 
far reviling Of all the innovation*, of 
the ei(wriment in liberty a» voiced 
by tlw ItecUratkiA of I.HJependcrK-r 

It H not loo much to say that it 
outlines tlw military policy of the 
l lilted States, today as it lias been 
from tlw time of lu Inception. The 
llwory of tlw minute men as an in*u* 
tution Is that every able balled man 
U a potential sohller skilled In tlw 
of arms wlx.is guardeverv niomcnt 
of hb life, attending to hb32 
cupatio*. but ready U *u tiuiu U> 
defend las csmntry 

The word militia that was sought 

to be u*< u In iu place dons r,.,l Jd.. 
•luately de^-r.be tl.b peculiar Atuer- 
° Uvt '> “*•“ * Pbten- 

have S ~ J ,%e » P*»*. W e 

have llw standing army. Tliat U » Q 
- d wnihi lAslitutlon. \V« ^ 

dml t, ,k * nu*rLVSt 

«'**< minute m- n . *r» U- 


«« a race of men accustomed f »I- 

- lb-has never..-sma 

vobonllnatr class am-ng UW«liltu 
role of the I'rutcd »tai»‘.s. Ihcre 
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Ithe time might be conjectured 
tlw last words of lieorge W'adih _ 

(11 l-.torv »ays Uiat Ids las* wonts «e lo; 

**1 look forws-d to the event with 
I perfect resignation." What he did 
bay was a mutter In delirium: "Never , 
trust a nigger with a gun." It li 
needless In say that the time has! 
come with Uw improvement of the 
ages that all classes and cimd 11 tons of 1 
citizens of Uw t/nlled btelef are to 
be trusted with gun». end it is upon 
Uw tle.ught of our aide I*died fight¬ 
ing men. of whatever color *»r ereed. 
that we lie down each night In |wacu- 
and safety. 

It Is perhaps better entitled to the 
designation of preparedni***. loyalty, 
courage, strength and the uw uf wea¬ 
pon* of precision may he better I. arn* 
•d In the home than In the uarracka. 

Tlw policy of minute men for di*- 
fenae was apparent toJolm Hand iph. 
wlwse advent In Congress In ITW. was 
Uw beginning of tlw plun on which 
*»ur milltaly desense is founded. He 
Mas aga!n\t the profewlonal uddlcr. 
He aald that to tw safe, dtl/.-n mid 
soldier must be synonymous terms. 
The danger of mlliurjr desis.tisin at 
home was far m..re dangerous to u 
fire State than foreign dangers be¬ 
ginning at that time, the policy of 
Lhla country of a small standing army 
haa proved b» be wise. John Itan- 
dolph said that the armings aid 
oounur arming* of the old a,untries 

*25**, naf debts to astonish* 

ing amount* and sent their laborem 
^PPPCrtor. to bed. He said of the 

WcHral^| n ^ f ' ,r * ,n,a * th * 1 
•ere raised in x minute, armed In a 

minute, marvlwd In a minute, f-ught 

mlno S ’ ^ '™** M "* •"» 

ta,^T.r r ,‘l t *‘ U, V U Um Male*. 

5? iriS amount 

public ,? U . ry bu<l k* ct on tlw 

grelt lSL U ' 1 " K on - ot H'c 

world ih 8 Uat sh ' taught the 
*£&£ £*!£*"* t,,r 

rick 11 . l,H! U, "« t‘*at I'at* 
uLl! ' rj '"'* al - looked t., the 

evl for u,- , **'‘* f ^*. ami arrang. 
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lh.1 John Marshall. afterward* Chief 

ju«u<»*. uiu- ‘ |,jl ll,r c "i a 

kJioutil !-• *!»•<>• HI'. "4% pwwj| 
Uw uu'tif mind of Hut a*>cn.bly. 
Ills rank -as Hut uf lieutenant. and 
his father wa* »h*ru *» "«l ,,r " f l,IB 
os-im. m ItaB farmed. it is poc- 
tk*iill» refialn that Jol.li MarJull 
had much tod- with l»W dcUIKor 
tin* urgantxaUmh 

Hitj arc remembered m>* f<rf Uk 
lump minute tm-ti. forth* flak that 
tlwy adopted. fur the uniform roo- 
aistinif of Uie waiuuiu*. buckt-iK In 
ilicit bat*. mountain rifles t.a ti- 
arm, t»itul.a»Ws ai.J *calpii>k knl»e* 
in thrlr Ull*. It l> »lain to be *«-n 
by thrlr dres* that they were Ipkii 
the mountain* and not from U« lux¬ 
urious h.w land*. On their l.unlin* 
coal* thej lud on their bosom* the 
word* "Liberty or Ikath." and on 
tlielr flair -as a picture of a rattle- 
•nakt with tneUe rattle. *w for 
««cli oduoy, the head to represent 
Virginia. The rattlesnake was cullrd 
ready to *tnke The tlac hail the 
word minute men «m It with toe fur¬ 
ther designation of Culpeja-r. and un¬ 
der the serpent were the word*, 
"Uoo t Tread n, Me! 1 

It was a «reat 11*1.tin* unit lien 
formed It, example wa. spwdlly 
followed by all «.f the mountain and 
the Valle, reunite,. When Hut nrst 
re*invent man-bed within a few week* 
to the low land* u. take portion of 
Uk capo*,4 Virginia at William- 
Ur*. U*lr warlike and ferocious aj» 
pearam. 4 fork terror to tl« heart* 
of U* fawn dwellers Especially 
tut banner with a string* tirsice. 
Jwn R wa. that soft boned deoLrn* 

•***« ,rom the iu.--.uns 

•f the rat^esnafc. „. W , <iur 

Mrera-bvr* *aru*d. and r.na.l, tl.^» 

J 23 L 1 ? •"""«•«* u * 

taTfr*. - **««*•* f° f indud- 
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w-t llae Sag Of »->*Uv. 

!le.t on- in wi.h-l. He -»uw «*** 
pred-xidnatn. Tim* jvr fr>wn »*> 
Ute icrvkr mm of the u.-t dMInrle 
l»c fla*., and one of U~ l-hlnst ban¬ 
ners. that c*er linw men llun^ to 
tl»e brrrrr. 

In tlie lUvofotkm. U.e flshtlnR 
•tren*rth of Virginia was al*.ot i s- 
Oho troops maintained for eli'bt >«-ers 
Of tilia number pel bap* ten thousand 
were Lit tlie armlo -«T.d-r Waaldn*- 
too on forclim servkv. that iv in 
other colonies. The re*t were known 
as militia. Ilut «s 1 explained bef'-re. 
tlie word militia wa. red then n*.r U 
U now a mj Actant I? romp re I tend »w 
name todcscrllwr tlm new kind of 
flichtin* man llten intn-lunsl t*i the 
worid for tlie flrs* time. It wax the 
man with a run. aire* ran«ln* fnmi 
11 yean to *-». who were ready to 
fleht. There twu terj* acrlou* prob¬ 
lem* at home In Virginia. Ttwiuv 
and* of painted warrh.rs appean-tl no 
the frontier a* allies t- the lirltidi. 
and at all tlmr* there was d.in*rr 
fn«i tlte flKlfttaaf mountain torlas of 
Uie Carolina*, wlirwe influence wa* 
rancinjj farther iw.rtli cadi year. 

One of the carllot co.npanic* of 
minute mm to march to the far 
north wa* the company formed In tlie 
country n.,w nrmpiesl by the eastern 
panhandle by Iranlel Morsan. I'rwJcr 
Morgan lliej marclKil north and 
reached Quebec by the lumber. I 
IT’i. and joined In the atUck on 
Q'i«f«cc on berember 31. 1775, wl^rc 
tlie? wrre led by Moreau From that 
I time until the battle of the Cnwpcns, 
January In. ITT!. Murcad Wa* actiew 
at home and abmed. He advanced 
"• «* »* r ' u * «'f iu continental ar¬ 
mies to the rank of fcnrfml. and Ik 
» as never defeated, lie fteems to 
have had a i hi* .*.n,mand all of tl>« 
do-.p, of II,U part I.f Virginia 
wh.-tlKr they w-r* at h*^n« or abroad 
| It I* a historical that VIrvtnta 

and tlia! s|, c faf 

s.-ipss 

,,.| r . ' , “‘•M.ed to tu ^,1 
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runlet M.wuan. ”U*e obi 
was a l-mlc UlMirw In »»•' 
wais and all Uif**MK»l »»*■ K'-voM 
lie -eetiHwt U> le* 4. OT»wli al le.mv In 
Wasblntft'*»l*» lM-w«b,.iaft*rs »s In 
Frcderb-b County, no** id* 

I.a lie wx* a lien* man In IV>- 
wlieti he wa* 03 year*-Jd. In* was 
serving In CSmtflW- bjw. a m«-m- 
l»-r fi.Ki Vermont, spat «i IirtewoMt. 
a member fnmi Omnectteul- riK 
mil day when Coiicrrv* failed bi 
CM ,l Lyon. Griswold ,ut himself a 
w-lthe and proceeded to lick the t*r 
out of Lyon. Monran. an old man. 
lie Id ofl all the Omtfww*. tlm galler¬ 
ies, and tlie ofll.s-rs. until Griswold 
had tin I sheil Iwatlnif Id* opiemunl, 
Ale wit as k*«e>d an llhislrulloii of 
tl.e work of the minute men for neat 
ness and dlspab-li is llw ten day earn 
l»a ik" made under Moryfan to put 
down tlw Tory army in llardy Coun¬ 
ty. In 17*1. 

Thi* » as an orvu n I cation of cltUcn* 
of Hardy County, in (es|*uise to u re- 
< I nest from laud Cornwallis dmillng 
with two of John Clay pole')' sou*. 

who had kune to S-md, Carolina to 
coirr will, the llrltlslr k-ncr*). It 
w .s ai a time that JlrltKl. vmtlinent 
»4, «. *tronk In the Carollnas, n„«t' 
in the mountains. Cornwallb 
kivr bdh the bova «>iiimls*lons. and 
•-< "l a coloneI 1 a c«Mnailwdon lo their 
John Clay pole, a rl.-h fanner of Lout 
Hlv. r m Hardy O.unty. then « part 
of ilampshlrv C’ouniy, 

1 Coi. Vanmeter was m charge i„ 
rMZZt’SX Co “ ,,l >' w,,, ' Lieutenant 
rriamT £ *** 1 McwmI III com- 

. J; 1 *? n ! a ^ichman and 
owned a largo farm on Lr*,t It Ivor 
He rahrd * JirltKh flag on hi* nl«o’ 

7 ". . S£i ut", 

ssKsr-ss: 

.nun nf mnaidoruhta , ' H a 

L1ayp.dw was the n H, ’“* 

I »»ron It rake was s U p^d 3" 

l“"*n refuel b. pi. u.^ 1 ?** f " , ‘ 

*ny vddirr, to t |L ,ut \ 
wun; ry VanmJi? iZSS*. ** 11 •’ 
terka 2SS&5** ' n,<> “ 
and mam*d u,?^L sJZtF** * nen 

out u i-. n '! r * ,>/Ul ' 

Mtumpu . Iir , ' f. 4 V° ‘ a, ' , »*'• 

»nrr, wI mi -.4 i„ \ ‘ * '-'J -f l-w**. j 

«!*£ ti- , i tin,‘3 kr % 

T-rb^. mlp , Utnl f y .f arrotsl 

|Jt2 fr, »»«*wU canid:, ^ 4 '"' 

Uwm too priaote-ra tal»h 
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| Vanmeter *rnl an express to Roin- 

nrf t«» Inform postrvi, his Mmuml In 
ixmiimi ui'l IImmediately sent 
of I rcdi Hole 
(i.uiity asking for an army of the 

I taixl? ml mil*’ men to cope with llie 
condlth.li* IW.n Nil hi that there 
wei. many that If lie took llamp- 

jhlilfe troops that they would be en- 

Igaged In hallle with tlwlr blood kin. 
tlul IhoMT Turtle pul I heir liven ami 
fullUlHn III danger. That the Tories 
w. re dally daring Morgan to come 
ami lake them. So please t«. prevail 
upon General Morgan to bring four 
hundred men well armed und well 
* r**«l ami roiiqurr the Tories. Let 
llie u nited tfeips come at once anil 
t'»e fio-l Mull as (lovdhle. 

Morgan wan at home having been 
Intalhh-d by rheumatism after the 
fatuous battle of the Cow pens though 
tome say that he had had a quarrel 
with General Greene and had been 
relieved of Ids command 

Morgan responded Instantly. In a 
Gw days he wan among the Torlen 
with f«Mjr hundred men, and carried 
everything before him. The Tories 
ftrsl at Ids approach and while there 
was some firing there was no pitched 
battle After they lud captured a 
number id Tories and dispersed the 
rest of (Item, they marched to the 
l»«u« of the baron. Here they found 
a *wat si*,rc of things to eat and 
drink There was a mill, and a dls- 
tlUrry. and harm, and smokehouses 
fell uf r**l things, and for several 
H-y forced the rich old lUron 
W fnU ll*m and their horses and 
Ml tie- (dare pretty well raided. I 
Tlwy^d In ten days having 

led a Im time 

TWi »• my Id., of effective aer-; 
aa minute own Ready to serve 
g M ' tl.« bread of I 

Uw spirit of Amerl- 
that the thue will 
M 'J real lie 

~ “dhtla has Iren 
** * ••M-t Galy id 
right fia'iMr tut 
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for *cr*l« win be minute meni. A*d 

In the meantime rem imUt mat uw 
reason that W»t Virginiuns are can¬ 
ed Snakes Is because of the brute Hag 
of the minute men. ..... 

Huron brake seems to have 10* 
away to Germany. The prisoner* in- 
eluding < oloncl ( lay pole li M petitions 
humbly showing that they had Ijeen 
led Into error hy persuasion and ig¬ 
norance. Many of the proudest names 
In West Virginia are to he found In 
these petitions, brake had numerous 
descendants most of them from til 
son Jacob brake who was captured 
as u child in the French and Indian 
war and raised among the Indians. 
Some of the aristocracy of West Vir¬ 
ginia are descended from him. A 
considerable body of Tories, bold 
hunting men, made their way up 
stream until they came to the divide 
and crossed over to the extreme head¬ 
waters of the North If ranch of the 
Potornac, and there hy one of the 
noblest springs In West Virginia, 
high up In Mullcnax Gap. near the 
line between Pocahontas and Pendle¬ 
ton, they made their camp for the 
duration of the war that was so fast 
drawing to its close. A great as¬ 
sembly met there the other day to 
form a society to ask for a road be¬ 
tween the two counties. The name 
of the stream from that fountain 
originally known as Tory Camp Run. 
lias been changed hy error no doubt 
to Ti ler'* Camp Run. 
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